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WALLA WALLA 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

OUR MISSION
The mission of the Walla Walla Public Schools Foundation is to 

enrich and enhance the educational experiences of students in 
the Walla Walla Public School District.

OUR WORK
We provide at least one field trip for every WWPS student, 

grades K - 8, each year as well as overnight, outdoor 
experiences for high school students.

OUR VALUES
Our field trips are free for all students and serve 

an entire grade level.

OUR TEAM
Board of Advocates

Sara Archer  •  Shauna Bogley  •  Beki Buell  •  
Liz Campeau  •  Erika Cerda  •  Chris Christianson  •  

Roger Esparza   •  Ron Higgins   •  Ruth Ladderud  •  Jenny 
Lemma   •  Cindy Meyer   •  Dan Reid  •  Yvette Selfa   •  Tamara 

Tinhof  •  Rubi Villegas  •  Sam Wells   •  Andy Zahl  
District Liaison, Dr. Wade Smith (through June 2025)

District Liaison, Dr. Ben Gauyan (from June 2025)

Walla Walla Public High Schools Scholarship Fund Committee
Andy Zahl (chair), Peter Erb, Ron Higgins, Cindy Meyer, Dan Reid 

Staff, Elsa Watson

In partnership with: Fiscally sponsored by:



Because Learning Doesn’t End at the Classroom Door
Since our launch in August 2022, we’ve been amazed by the community response to our goal 
of providing out-of-the-classroom educational experiences for our students. From individuals 
and businesses making contributions to local organizations jumping 
in with both feet to provide amazing content, the backing has been 
incredible. Most gratifying of all is the excitement on the faces of the 
students when they arrive for a field trip and the enthusiasm of our 
talented Walla Walla educators. We’re grateful to the Walla Walla Public 
Schools for their support and partnership. 

As a schools foundation, it’s our aim to expand learning beyond the 
classroom door, giving our students the best of what our community has 
to offer. Thank you for helping to make 2024-2025 such a successful year!

Fall 
Wa-Hi 9th graders & student 
leaders: Into the Blue at Camp 
Wooten (overnight)

7th graders: the Whitman Mission 
National Historic Site

3rd graders: Welcome Table Farm

Lincoln students: the Leadership 
Academy at Camp Wooten (two 
nights)

Winter
2nd graders: Gesa Power 
House Theatre for a STEAM 
performance 

5th graders: Gesa Power House 
Theatre to see “One Noble 
Journey” 

7th graders: Fort Walla Walla 
Museum

8th graders: Whitman College 
campus

Spring
6th graders: exploration of the 
Walla Walla watershed

1st graders: Wa-Hi FFA barn 

5th graders: Walla Walla Foundry 

3rd graders: City of Walla Walla 
Public Works Department

Kindergarteners: Welcome Table 
Farm

4th graders: salmon program at 
the WEC

2024-2025 Field Trips by the Season

Elsa Watson (r) with Board 
of Advocates member Rubi 

Villegas (l) at Welcome 
Table Farm.

The Walla Walla Public Schools Foundation raised the $117,000 necessary 
to fund these programs in 2024-2025.



Big things happen at camp!

Lincoln’s 
Leadership Academy

Wa-Hi’s Into the Blue

5th graders at  Camp Dudley



2024-2025 Financials
FUNDING SOURCES USE OF FUNDS

Launched by Jerry Zahl and the Wa-Hi Class of 1962 
thirteen years ago, the Walla Walla Public High 
Schools Scholarship Fund now sits at more than 
$300,000 and awarded eight scholarships in 2025. 

This needs-based schoalrship has awarded 
$55,500+ to date, supporting 55+ Walla Walla 
graduates. Awardees used their scholarships at 
Washington State, Central Washington University, 
Whitworth University, Western Washington 
University, Portland State University, University of 
Washington, and Eastern Washington University. 
The fund is held at the Blue Mountain Community 
Foundation.

Programs
85%

Administrative & 
Fundraising

15%

Grants
67%

Businesses
5%

Individuals
29%
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Grantors
AAUW - Walla Walla 
Mary Garner Esary Trust
Pacific Power Foundation
The Shindig Fund, Blue 
	 Mountain Community 
	 Foundation 
State of Washington
Joseph L. Stubblefield Trust
Sunny Day Charitable 
	 Foundation
United Way of the Blue 
	 Mountains
Walla Walla Exchange Club
The Wildhorse Foundation 
Yancey P. Winans 
	 Testimentary Trust

Corporate Donors
Anonymous
Apex Companies
Baker Boyer
Cascadian Real Estate 
	 Jeff Strickler
Compass Financial Services
Eagon Excavating and 
	 Construction
Gesa Credit Union
Northwest Grain Growers
Page’s Landscaping Service
Sydnee More Photography
Total Office Concepts
Walla Walla Toyota
Wingman Birdz & Brewz

Individual Donors
Anonymous (11) 
Daniel & Teresa Adams
Jodi Adams
Kyree Anderson
Patty Anderson
Margarita & Matt Banderas
Bruce & Kay Barga
Douglas Bayne

Behne Family
Shannon Bergevin
Ted & Maribeth Bergstrom
Dr. Tony & Kara Billingsley
Sandi Blackaby
Katherine Boehm
Kathryn Bogley 
Shauna & John Bogley
Elizabeth Boland 
Kristin Boyer
Chelanne Brown
Greg & Linda Brown
Mimi Brown
Helen Brownell
Marc & Karri Bruce
Mark Brucks & Susan 
	 Monahan
Liz Campeau
Brian & Barb Casey
Eugenia Casey
Chris Christianson
Sharon & Larry Clinton
Alan & Sherilee Coffey
Georgina Cook
Jessica Cook
Arielle Cooley
Kathy Covey
Ted Cox
Brent & Audra Cummings
Gerald & Lynn Cummins
Amanda Degallado
Katie DePonty
Elaine Eaker
Peter Erb & Sara Archer
Bill & Diana Erickson
Addison Fairbank
Foster Family
Robert & Jenny Foster
Ben Gauyan
John & Mary Jo Geidl
Mona Geidl
John & Susie Golden
Gryler Family

Sue Hansen
Scott & Teresa Harrington
Evan & Rebecca Heisman
Wayne Hellstrom
Sergio & Wendy Hernandez
Julia Herres
Peter & Amy Phillips Hess
Daniel & Kathie Hess
Bill Hickey
Chad Hickox
Mark & Michelle Higgins
Ron & Beth Higgins
Larry Hoof & Kathy Foster
Mike & Linda Howell
Grace Howland & Susan 
	 Howland-Luth
Julie Howland
Brian Hunt
Shayna Hutchens
Kari Isaacson
Susan James
Janette Jeffris
Alexander Johnson
Amie Kennedy
Robert King & Patricia 
	 Fulton
Dr. Alison Kirby
Kraig & Charlotte Klicker
Marci Knauft
Beth Kreger
Jay & Christy Krutulis
Ruth & John Ladderud
Meri Larkin
Noah Leavitt & Helen Kim
Jenny & Mike Lemma
Amy & Steven Ly
Lynn Mallory
Colette Marie
Sarah McClure
John & Janey McKern
Devyn Meilleur
Dr. Joe & Cindy Meyer
Mindy & Bob Meyer

Glen & Meredith Mitchell
Scott & Kim Morasch
The Mulkerin Family
Rachel Nagler
Missy Newcom
Priscilla Nicolaysen
Chris Otis & Jon Ulsh
Sue Parrish
Matthew & Vanessa Prull
John & Elaine Reese
Dan & Lori Reid
The Reyes Family
Ruth Riordan
Keith & Brandy Ross
The Sandven Family
Derek Sarley & Erin Pahlke
Doug & Malinda Saturno
Lowell & Virginia Schneider
John & Chris Schumacher
Scrivner Family
Lynn Sealey
Kaye Sedarsky
Dale & La Dessa Smelcer
Lalani Smiley
Wade & Marianne Smith
Carina Stillman
Jeff Strickler
Karen Summers
Justin Teubner
Libby & Gene Thompson
Tamara Tinhof
Drew Trogstad-Isaacson
Elena Velkov
Gordon & Kate Venneri
Rubi Villegas
Carol Watson
Elsa Watson & Kol Medina
Lori Watson
Sam Wells
Sue Wickham
Cindy Widmer
Andy Zahl
Kathryn Zahl

Thank you! Tremendous thanks to the 2024-2025 donors 
whose gifts have made our programs possible.

Walla Walla Public Schools Foundation
c/o Blue Mountain Community Foundation P.O. Box 603
Walla Walla, WA 99362

Elsa Watson
elsa@wwpsfoundation.org
www.wwpsfoundation.org


